
President’s Corner by Lori Gates 
 

     Welcome to the start of another great year for AAUW Tillamook.  AAUW’s mission 
to advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, 
and research is at the heart of our purpose and activities.  The successful  
Candidates’ Forum on October 5th demonstrated our commitment (driven by 
AAUW’s mission) to increase women and young women’s interests in and involve-
ment with civic engagement.  Although among the candidates there were significant 
differences in views and values, Lisa Phipps’ excellent work as organizer and  
moderator set the tone for a most civil exchange of opinions, perspectives, and  
information.  There was certainly advocacy for specific issues of particular  
importance to many women, but there was also advocacy for education.  Finally, 
Debbie Boone and Jennifer Purcell provided encouragement for young women con-
sidering increasing their civic engagement.  Of course, the good refreshments and 
pleasantly decorated site provided by the work of other AAUW Tillamook members 
supported the event’s success. 
     Our next event will be the AAUW Membership Recruitment and Branch Gather-
ing event on Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016, 
at the Department of Forestry  
Building (5005 3rd St., Tillamook).  
We are planning this annual “kick-
off” a bit later in the season in hopes 
that more members (those relatively 
new and those more mature in 
AAUW) as well as more prospective 
members might gather having  
already made connections with each 
other in the communities of  
Tillamook County.        
     Furthermore, there will be more 
activities and opportunities for  
service to look forward to as we  
advance AAUW’s mission in  
Tillamook County (see events on the  
annual calendar).  The planning 
group tried to balance activities to 
support our mission (programs, 
fundraising) and activities to support 
ourselves in doing the work of 
AAUW and related organizations to which many of us belong.  This year we will res-
urrect quarterly social gatherings for the Tillamook Branch. 
     Finally, with the Oregon Convention of AAUW taking place at Salishan Resort 
(Lincoln City) on April 21st-23rd, members of the Tillamook Branch of AAUW will have 
opportunities to interact with AAUW members from other branches and with AAUW 
Oregon’s state leaders.  Let’s all make it a good year for AAUW Tillamook!  And 
thank you to all the members who support the branch’s efforts in so many diverse 
ways. 

CALENDAR 
 

 Membership Recruitment.  

Nov. 6, 2-4:00 Forestry 

Building on 3rd Str.  

 Business Meetings 11:30 

Nov.10, Jan. 12, Feb. 9, 

March 9, April 13, May 11 

at Shilo Restaurant 

 Dec. 18 Holiday Party at 

Jean Scholtz 

 Jan. 22nd STEM Recogni-

tion at TBCC 

 Feb. 23rd Spelling Bee at 

Nazarene Church 3:00 

 March Rummage Sale at 

Bay City Hall 

 Chocolate/Wine Fund-

raiser & Silent Auction 

April 30th 

 April 21-23rd State Con-

vention at Salishan Resort 

 June 9th: Installation Din-

ner 

 June: Tech Trek Camp 
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Community Reach Out 
 

TCWRC Fall Wish List 
 
Thank you for all you to do support TCWRC and 
the people we serve. We wondered if you might like 
to help with some items that we go through quickly: 
 

 Diapers, especially sizes 4, 5, & 6. 
 

 Toiletries: travel sizes of soap, shampoo, & tooth-
paste, plus toothbrushes, razors, feminine prod-
ucts. (We are so grateful for those who donate 
these on a regular basis; we're just low on 
'inventory' at the moment.) 

 

 Grocery bags, either disposable or re-usable. 
 

In addition, please remember the individuals and 
families TCWRC serves during the holiday season.  
We typically have a full house at our shelter and your 
support can ensure the residents have a joyous  
holiday.   
 

If you are able to drop off donations at our office  
between 9 and 5, M - F, that would be fabulous! (We 
are at 1902 2nd Street, Tillamook.) 
 
With much gratitude, 
Staff, Board and Volunteers of the Women's  
Resource Center 

 

 

Governance Committee Report by Susan Pierce 
 

The Tillamook Branch Governance Committee has recently com-
pleted the bylaw changes mandated by AAUW from the last national 
convention.  The most recent information from national,  
(September 2016) informs all branches that the entire process will 
need to be redone with a new deadline of January, 2017.  AAUW 
found many inconsistencies in their published work that needed to 
be legally corrected. 
 

Mandated changes do not require a vote of the branch board of  
directors.  Changes to optional branch bylaws do require a vote of 
the branch board of directors.  The Tillamook Governance  
Committee expects to have the new work completed in October 
2016, and the bylaws will become available to branch members  
after approval by the AAUW Oregon Governance Chair. 
 

Financial Review 
 The financial review for the records of the Tillamook Branch was 
completed and reported to Oregon AAUW on Sept. 2, 2016.  The 
branch’s books were kept using QuickBooks and the bank accounts 
were reconciled monthly.  A big thank you to our former branch 
treasurer, Andrea Goss for the organized system she maintained. 

Committee Chairs 
 
 

Public Policy:  Lisa Phipps/Dion Bacon 
Governance:    Dion Bacon/Jean Mong 
Funds:   Jean Mong 
Chocolate/Wine:  Andrea Goss & Susan 
   Pierce 
College Rep:   Connie Green 
STEM Recognition:  Kris Lachenmeier & 
   Jean Scholtz 
Spelling Bee:  Flo Simmons 
Memorial Trees:  Marilyn Reynolds 
Tech Trek Director:  Emily Henry 
Scholarship Selection:  Nancy Kershaw (Chair) 
Web Master, Directory & Tidelines:  Kathy  
   Gervasi 
Nominating Committee: Chair: Marg Stanard 

 

Book Clubs 
  

 Monday Book Worms (Andrea Goss)
 1981 Book Club (Marilyn Rigterink) 
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AAUW TILLAMOOK SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
 
June 10, 2016 
 
To the Tillamook Branch of American Association of University Women: 
 
I was a Tillamook High School graduate of the class of 2012; now I am an 
alum of Western Oregon University.  I had the pleasure and honor of 
being awarded your scholarship for the sophomore year of my college 
career.  I have tired my best to make the most of your investment and 
your trust, just as I promised.   

 
As I described in my very first essay to you, I will successfully graduate with two degrees– BS in Computer Science and 
BS in Criminal Justice.  I minored in Psychology.  I had the privilege of completing not one,  but two internships with 
federal law enforcement agencies.  I can say now with confidence that I am on the right career track. 
 
College, for me, was less about figuring out who I was, and more about defining what it means to be an adult.  If it was 
a simple checklist, or something I could get a grade for, then I  was golden.  To assist my plans, I bought a book: 
Adulting: How to Become and Adult in 468 Easy-ish Steps.  I applied many of these concepts for the first two years of 
college.  I felt like a little kid wearing adult-sized clothes. 
 
Junior year, I buckled down and got serious (I didn’t know  I could get more serious) about becoming mature for  
adulthood.  By then, I was in my first apartment with utilities under my name, working two jobs  to fix a car that kept 
breaking down.  Surely, this was what being an adult meant (being stressed out?).  In a conversation with my mom, I 
was complaining about my car, the neighbor’s loud parties and difficulties at work when she burst out laughing, “Lexie, 
welcome to adulthood!”  I wasn’t very satisfied with this theory. 
 
Senior year, I made the decision to slow down and really focus on my last year.  My schedule was just as packed but 
there were less courses total.  I was taking fewer classes (taking 20 credits multiple terms had paid off).  It was this 
year that I realized that part of being an adult was being comfortable in your own skin, confident in your abilities, and 
if you’re lucky, having amazing friends and family who really “get you”.  My adulthood is not defined by the things I do, 
the big-kid job I get, how many co-workers like me or how many student loans I have.  I choose adulthood every day in 
the way I respond to conflict, my attitude when things don’t go my way, and when I  show compassion to the guy next 
to me. 
 
It is for this epiphany and all the experiences that came before it that I say thank you.  It is because of your generosity 
that I was able to get here.  I was more motivated, more aware, and more capable because of your support.  It is  
incredibly surreal to be finishing something that I have talked, written, planned and dreamed about for the majority of 
my breathing life.  What is more surreal, however, is that I had incredible people like you behind me.  I cannot say this 
enough, THANK YOU. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lexie Widmer 
 
 
 
 


